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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

As indicated

NORTH KORIAN PAPERS PUBLISH LETTERS
FROM FARMERS CRITICIZING IOCAL GOVERNMENT

Eoment: This report summarizes two letters sent to the

Choson and Nodong Sinmun by North Korean farmers » eriticizing
government officials. Ietters

by North Korean newspapers.

Minju
local

to the editor are not frequently printed

Minju Choson is the official organ of the
Cabinet and the Presidium of the Supreme People's Assembly of the Demo-

cratic People's Republic of Korea. Nodong Sinmun is the official organ
of the Centrul Committee of the Korean labor Party 7

Letter From Kim

The following letter was published in the

letter was sent by a farmer named Kim Pong-hwa,
do:

Minju Choson 13 May 1953. The

who lives in Wonsan, Kapgwon-

"The officials in my ri
in dealing with big matters,
importent to the farmers,

(villege) people's committee are generally good
but in dealing with small matters which are still
the officials tend to be inconsiderate."

“he farmers in my ri suffered considerable losses from last year's ﬁ95§7
flood. They were without seed rice this spring. But none of the. farmets was

given gseed. The ri people's committee claimed that it did not see their names

on the seed distribution list. A list had been prepared by us and submitted to
the people's committee through our inminban (zeople's group).

"I could not fully understand the reason for this omission, so I made several
inquiries at the ri people's conmittee. But the chairman of the ri people's
committee was not cooperative and digd nothing for us. My own investigation
proved that the omission of our nemes from the 1ist was not the oversight of my
inminban leader.
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"The 1ist was later discovered mislaid among other papers in the office - IR
of the r{ people's commttee, After ‘his discovery, we asked the chairman of b aage—
the ri people's committee to request the higher office for our share of seed,
but the chairman spurned our demand by suying, "It is too late to request now.
Solve the problem yourselves," :

"A similar example of neglect of duty by the officials of the ri people’s '
committee occurred last surmer in connection with the distribution of state '
grains to flood-stricken farmers. We believe that these officials should show ¢
more consideration to the welfure of the furmers."

letter From Yi
s iom 11

The following letter was written ty a furrer, vi Ki-chun, of Yongch'on,
P 'yonggan-pukto > 4nd wes published in the Nodong Sinmr. of 26 May 1953.

"The furmers of my ri are now working on the irrigation prolect needed to !
provide water for transplanting rice. The Project is not progressing satisfac- i
torily because the kun (county) officiaels huve neither leadership nor foresight.
The rice-transplanting season 1is upproaching rapidly, but we have no water.

"Chairmen Kim Yong-chun and Vice-Chairmen Chung Ye-ch'ol of the him party
comnittee, Vice-Chuirman Kim Ho-yong of the kun people's committee. and other
officials huve visiteq the project from time to time. Although they remarked
that they wily help solve the difficulties quickly, they feiled to fulfill what
they once promiseq."

"Some farmers who have lost their hopes for an ecrly completion of the
project are planting barnyard-giass on their fertile lapd.”

The Nodong Sinmun added the following comment to the above letter:

"The kun officials, by their disregard of the importence of the rice-trans-
Planting brogram, huve undermined the zel of the farmers for higher production.
The kun leaders mugt learn to meet the demands of the people. They should assume
their responsibilitieg as leeders and work hurd to rectify their errorg."
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